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UNCTAD EMPRETEC WOMEN IN BUSINESS AWARDS - SA FINALIST

FREE STATE ENTREPRENEUR/BUSINESS WOMAN FINALIST 

IN INTERNATIONAL WOMEN IN BUSINESS AWARDS

                                                                  

Her exceptional expertise in integrated business development has propelled a Welkom-based business woman, Renay van der Berg, from her roots in the Free State Province into the global arena of the bi-annual and prestigious UNCTAD Empretec Women in Business Awards.  She is one of only ten finalists worldwide and the only South African business woman in the group of finalists. 

Not that Van der Berg with her 30 years experience back-up is new to accolades for her visionary leadership in capacitating and empowering especially small businesses with focus on cooperatives, women and youth. Van der Berg, owner of PRoComm, was recently awarded “SA’s Most Influential Woman in Business & Government – SME Sector”, by CEO Magazine in 2013.

The 10 finalists for the fourth United Nation’s Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Empretec Women in Business Award (WBA) was announced during UNCTAD’s Investment, Enterprise and Development Commission’s recent 6th session in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The awards have been presented every two years since 2008 to exceptional women entrepreneurs who have benefited from the Empretec entrepreneurship development training and become role models by creating jobs, inspiring others and improving the quality of life of their local communities.

This year was particularly competitive, as more than 100 nominations from 35 National Empretec Centres accros the world were received, according to a spokesperson of UNCTAD. 

The 10 finalists have been chosen by a distinguished panel of entrepreneurship experts based on the criteria of leadership, innovation and impact in the community. 

The final three winners will be announced on 15 October, during UNCTAD's World Investment Forum which will take place from 13 to 16 October 2014 in Geneva. This year, the Forum is focusing on "Investing in Sustainable Development" and that is why the panel has also chosen two special recognitions to two empreteco’s who have a green and a social enterprise, respectively.
The 2014 finalists are (in alphabetical order by country):

Lorena Maria Eugenia Picasso, (Argentina): manufactures innovative educational games to stimulate the development of cognitive, motor, emotional and social abilities as well as therapeutic products which specialize in rehabilitation.

Kelly Dantas de Vasconcelos, Universidad da Crianca, (Brazil): provides educational services for children, focusing on a teaching methodology which highlights innovation and technology.

Tracy Antoinette Green Douglas, Pandama Retreat, (Guyana): produces a range of fruit wines, fruit soaps and art products using all local resources. It is a place of retreat where the local community and tourists can connect with nature.

Lina Jalil Khalifeh, SheFighter, (Jordan): established the first self-defence studio for women and girls in the Middle East and has a mission to generate awareness and decrease violence towards women.

Maya Sewnath, SSS Furniture, (Mauritius): manufactures tailor-made wooden furniture using local raw materials and specializes in the wedding and children's market.

Lara Cookey, Contextplay Matrix Ltd., (Nigeria): designs educational toys and recreational tools for early child development, including learning materials, playground equipment and furniture.

Thiane Diagne, JOUR J Couture, (Senegal): creates prêt-a-porter luxury clothing lines, which combine traditional Senegalese culture with innovative, high-quality designs.

Renay van der Berg, PRoComm, (South Africa): specializes in a range of integrated business services, including brand management, to allow enterprises to be sustainable.

Angelica M Rumsey, Angel Bites Ltd, (Zambia): manages the packaging and trading of dried foods that are a delicacy in Zambia and focuses on high hygiene and quality standards.              

Divine Ndhlukula, SECURICO Security Services, (Zimbabwe): is a leading supplier of security solutions in Zimbabwe, including electronic security system installation, guarding, cash management and private investigation services.

ISSUED BY THE SMALL ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (Seda)

Media enquiries to: Beverley Kgame 

Tel: 012 441 1187 
Mobile: 0835338030

E-mail: bkgame@seda.org.za 

OR

Director Empretec South Africa

Mr. John Francis - jfrancis@seda.org.za
Head: Learning Academy, Seda Head Office
Tel: 012 441 1340 | Fax: 012 441 2340  |  Mobile: 082 333 8841
www.seda.org.za
